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Founded in 1969 by artists, politicians, and community members, Hamilton Arts Council
(HAC) was incorporated in 1973. We are one of the longest serving community arts
councils in Ontario. 

HAC serves the Greater Hamilton Area which includes Ancaster, Dundas, Flamborough,
Glanbrook, Hamilton, Stoney Creek, Waterdown, and Six Nations of the Grand River.

We acknowledge that the area we serve is situated upon the traditional territories of the
Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississaugas. This land is covered by
the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, which is an agreement between the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabek to share and care for the resources around the
Great Lakes.

We are committed to continuous improvement through an ongoing process of
evaluation and adaptation; this includes integrating equity, diversity, and accessibility
into the ongoing strategic direction, policies, programming, and relationships of the
organization. 

Connecting Artists  / Creating Opportunity / 
 Inspiring Change

We envision a dynamic arts community that is innovative,
impactful, diverse, and professionally sustainable

We advocate for the arts as integral to a healthy community, and
provide inclusive opportunities to build connection and sustainability

VISION:

MISSION:

MANDATE:

Advocate for equitable artist compensation

Provide opportunities to build audience capacity

Provide opportunities for connection within the arts community

Through delivery of the Hamilton Literary Awards, HAC was able to fulfill the following
objectives of its strategic plan:



Building new audiences for authors in the Greater Hamilton Area

Creating pathways for authors to develop their professional networks

Fostering and highlighting a diverse representation of authors, committee

members, adjudicators, audiences, and host

Increasing visibility of and access to the Hamilton Literary Awards

Program Priorities:

In its 29th year, the Hamilton Literary Awards celebrated literary excellence, from works
published in the calendar year of 2021, and by authors living and/or working in the
Greater Hamilton Area. Authors were recognized in the categories of Fiction, Non-Fiction,
Poetry, and the Kerry Schooley Book Award.

About the Hamilton Literary Awards
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Images (left-right): Finalists, Pasha Malla and Dawn Cheryl Hill

The Literary Arts Committee informed HAC's decisions and guided the program planning
and delivery, including volunteer support, at the Awards Ceremony. The 2022 Committee
consisted of Ben Robinson, Jennifer Jones, Jessica Rose, Susan Evans Shaw, and Jamie
Tennant.

www.hamiltonartscouncil.ca/literary-awards

Images (left-right): Finalists, John Terpstra and Carys Rouleau (reading on behalf of Bernadette Rule)
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Fiction: Gord Grisenthwaite, Dana Hansen, and Naomi McKinnon
Poetry: Junie Desil, Charles C. Smith, and Vannessa Barnier
Non-Fiction: Dorothy Ellen Palmer, Steacy Easton, and Jeffery Donaldson
Kerry Schooley Book Award: Philip Gardner, Rose Divecha, and Stephen Near

Applications opened May 2022 and closed on July 17, 2022. Twenty-seven submissions were
received from eligible authors and publishers across the Greater Hamilton Area. Qualified
submissions were forwarded by HAC to our twelve adjudicators (located across Canada).
Each Award Category had an Adjudication Panel, comprised of 3 literary arts professionals
and authors.

The 2022 slate of adjudicators were:

1/10 A challenging read that lacks quality.

(2-3)/10 An adequate read with moments of quality.

(4-6)/10 An engaging read of good quality.

(7-8)/10 A very engaging read of exceptional quality.

(9-10)/10 An extremely engaging read of literary excellence.
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Scores and comments were received by October 31, 2022 and tallied to designate the
shortlisted works in each category. Shortlisted authors were announced in November
2022 and details of the Award Ceremony provided.

Applications and Adjudication

2022 Guidelines for Scoring (all categories):

Author eligibility was established by a visible public profile on The Arty
Crowd website. The Arty Crowd is Hamilton Arts Council’s digital arts

hub and is free for Artists/Creatives and small arts organizations.
www.theartycrowd.ca

http://www.theartycrowd.ca/
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NON-FICTION CATEGORY SHORTLIST:
Denise Davy for Her Name Was Margaret (Wolsak and Wynn Publishers)
Dawn Cheryl Hill for Memory Keeper (Ojistoh Publishing)
Jolie Phuong Hoang for Three Funerals for My Father: Love, Loss and Escape from
Vietnam (Tidewater Press)
Margaret Nowaczyk for Chasing Zebras (Wolsak and Wynn Publishers)
Bernadette Rule for Dark Fire (Ironing Board Press)

FICTION CATEGORY SHORTLIST:
Gary Barwin for Nothing the Same, Everything Haunted (Random House Canada)
Pasha Malla for Kill the Mall (Alfred A. Knopf Canada)
Joe Ollmann for Fictional Father (Drawn & Quarterly)

POETRY CATEGORY SHORTLIST:
Jaclyn Desforges for Danger Flower (Palimpsest Press)
Michael Mirolla for At the End of the World (Black Moss Press)
John Terpstra for Call Me Home (Gaspereau Press Ltd.)

KERRY SCHOOLEY* BOOK AWARD CATEGORY SHORTLIST:
Denise Davy for Her Name Was Margaret (Wolsak and Wynn Publishers)
Pasha Malla for Kill the Mall (Alfred A. Knopf Canada)
Margaret Nowaczyk for Chasing Zebras (Wolsak and Wynn Publishers)

*Named in honor of Kerry Schooley (1949-2010), a Hamilton poet, publisher,
editor, and noir-fiction writer. Among his many literary accolades, Schooley was
loved and admired by many. The recipient of the Kerry Schooley Book Award is
recognized for their book being most evocative of the City of Hamilton.

2022 Shortlist
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88 in-person attendees

Category sponsor tables sold books and merchandise

Darling Donuts provided tasty and delicious (customized) donuts!

Wolsak & Wynn publishers donated the award recipient plaques

Hamilton Public Library provided giveaways for in-person attendees

Anuja Varghese engaged audiences as the Ceremony Host. Anuja is a Pushcart-
nominated writer, editor and arts consultant based in Hamilton. Anuja hosts Hamilton's
monthly literary reading series, Lit Live, and her writing has appeared in Canadian and
international literary magazines and fiction anthologies. Her debut novel, Chrysalis, of
genre-blending short stories was released in March 2023 with House of Anansi Press. 

The Awards Ceremony

Image: Delicious donuts with the Hamilton Literary Awards logo, from 'Darling Donuts'

Image: Host, Anuja Varghese

The Awards Ceremony duration was 2 hours, and included live readings from
all the shortlisted authors, with the announcement of winners in each category.
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Joe Ollmann (pictured above) for Fictional Father. Published by Drawn & Quarterly
Fiction

Denise Davy (pictured above) for Her Name Was Margaret. Published by Wolsak
and Wynn Publishers

Non-Fiction & Kerry Schooley Book Award

Jaclyn Desforges (pictured above) for Danger Flower. Published by Palimpsest Press

Poetry

2022 Award Recipients
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Images (left-right): Nancy McPhee (HPL) providing the opening message and HPL staff engaging with
attendees

The 29th annual Hamilton Literary Awards Ceremony was made possible due to the support
and contributions of community-centred sponsors.

In-kind sponsorship provided by our Venue Sponsor, Theatre Aquarius. The Awards
returned to an in-person Ceremony in the Norman and Louise Haac Studio Theatre at
Theatre Aquarius. Lighting, technical services, and bar service were provided.

Hamilton Public Library (HPL) was the Event Sponsor,
providing financial support which contributed significantly to
the payment of award category adjudicators, and
promotional activities. 

Event Sponsors

Since 2020, Cable 14 have delivered the Hamilton Literary Awards as a broadcast event
to 135,000 homes and approx. 600,000 residents across the Greater Hamilton Area. 

On-demand viewing of the Awards Ceremony was available to Cogeco and Rogers
subscribers through Cable 14. The Program was also available to view without a
subscription during 15 broadcasts scheduled from December 27, 2022 to January 15th,
2023.

www.cable14now.com

Cable 14, our Broadcast Sponsor, provided coverage of the Awards



Sponsors awarded the prize in their respective category. Representatives included
Kathe Kleinau (Resident and Author) with The Village of Wentworth Heights, Ian Elliot
(Owner) of A Different Drummer Books, Grace Diffey (Vice President of Community
Relations) with Hamilton Community Foundation, and Jaime Krakowski (Owner) of
Epic Books.
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Epic Books (Fiction Award Category Sponsor)
A Different Drummer Books (Kerry Schooley Book Award Category Sponsor)
Hamilton Community Foundation (Poetry Award Category Sponsor)
The Village of Wentworth Heights (Non-Fiction Award Category Sponsor)

Be table holders within the Ceremony space;
Sell books and/or additional merchandise;
Hand-out giveaways to attendees;
Be accredited in media advisories;
Have logos displayed in our Ceremonial PowerPoint;
Have their logos in take-home brochures;
Have their logos placed on social media posts or category-specific posts; and 
Receive additional coverage through Cable 14's broadcast and on-demand show.

In addition to presenting the awards, our category sponsors were invited to:

'Page Turner' Sponsors

Images (left-right): Ian Elliot, Grace Diffey, Kathe Kleinau, and Jaime Krakowski



LITERARY AWARDSLITERARY AWARDSLITERARY AWARDS
THE 29   ANNUAL HAMILTONTH

Ojistoh Publishing 
FirstOntario Credit Union
TownePlace Suites by Marriott
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Thanks to TownePlace Suites by Marriott, FirstOntario Credit Union, and Ojistoh Publishing!

Additional support provided by Wolsak and Wynn Publishers who
donated the beautiful award recipient plaques!

'Slice of Life' Sponsors

Images (left-right): Janet Rogers, HAC Volunteer & Staff, and Host

Images (left-right): Finalists, Michael Mirolla and Jolie Phuong Hoang
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Over the course of the program and Awards Ceremony, HAC published 23 promotional
advertisements across Meta Business (Facebook and Instagram) and Twitter.

*The number of times people engaged with a post through reactions, comments, shares, views,
and clicks.
**The number of times a post was shown on users' screens.

Total number of engagements*: 1,003
Total number of impressions**: 18,232

Total number of likes: 345
Total number of shares/saves: 102 

Total impressions: 3906
Total engagements: 85

Social Media Insights

Images (left-right): Event host & category winner capture a selfie, and ceremony audience members

Images: Examples of social media posts
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Article: "Hamilton Hands Out Its Biggest Literary Awards of the Year"
Article: "Near and Now: The Enduring Legacy of the Literary Awards"

Article: "Hamilton Literary Awards Returns With In-Person Event"
Article: "Former Spec Reporter Denise Davy Picks up Two Prizes at Hamilton Literary Awards"

Article: "Davy, Ollmann, Desforges win at Hamilton Literary Awards"

Two Row Times included a digital advertisement of the Awards on their
website: www.tworowtimes.com

HAC's Program Coordinator, Megan Divecha, featured on Cable 14's
'Hamilton Life', with host, Val Cole

The 29th annual Hamilton Literary Awards received media coverage from Beyond James,
The Hamilton Spectator, Two Row Times and Hamilton City Magazine.

Select the links below to read all articles:

Media Relations

https://beyondjames.com/litawards22/
https://beyondjames.com/nearnowdec22/
https://www.thespec.com/entertainment/books/2022/12/10/hamilton-literary-awards-returns-with-in-person-event.html
https://www.thespec.com/entertainment/books/2022/12/13/hamilton-literary-awards-winners.html
https://hamiltoncitymagazine.ca/finalists-for-hamilton-literary-awards-announced/
http://www.tworowtimes.com/
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We look forward to opening submissions for our 30th annual Hamilton Literary Awards
for books published in 2022, in May/June 2023! 

Eligibility and submission criteria is currently under review and is subject to change. For
updated information, visit: www.hamiltonartscouncil.ca/literary-awards

Hamilton Arts Council Staff

David Hudson (he/him)

Artistic Director
artdirector@hamiltonartscouncil.ca

Megan Divecha (she/her) (Program Lead)
Programs & Community Engagement Coordinator
coordinator@hamiltonartscouncil.ca

Sheila Whaley (she/her)

Executive Director
executive@hamiltonartscouncil.ca

www.hamiltonartscouncil.ca www.theartycrowd.ca www.buildingculturallegacies.ca

@hamartscouncil

Looking Forward

http://www.hamiltonartscouncil.ca/literary-awards

